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2026 Officers    ETR Calendar of Events 

    & Board _  January 15, Monthly ETR Breakfast, 10 a.m. First Watch, Lovell Rd. 

January 25, 2026: Annual ETR AACA 2025 Planning Meeting, TN Bank, Maryville  
President 

Matt Sartin    Upcoming Events from Other Organizations 
mws1969ss@gmail.com March 19-21: Chevys in the Smokies.  LeConte Center, Pigeon Forge, TN 
 
Vice President   March 23-28:  Ponies in the Smokies.  Sevierville Convention Center, TN 
Tony Gardner     
tony1946dec@gmail.com  April 16-18: Spring Rod Run 2026: LeConte Center, Pigeon Forge, TN  
 
Secretary   May 14-16:  Grand National F-100 Show.  LeConte Center, Pigeon Forge, TN 
Susan Baker     
srbaker0505@gmail.com  June 4-6: Pontiacs in Pigeon Forge.  LeConte Center, Pigeon Forge, TN 
 
Treasurer   September 17-19: Fall Rod Run 2026.  LeConte Center, Pigeon Forge, TN  
Susan Weeks 

weekssusan0213@gmail.com  AACA National Events  

    February 5-7, 2026 – Annual Convention– Westfields Marriott, Washington 
Past President   Dulles, Chantilly, VA 
Bob Witt 
bwitt@wittbuilding.com  March 26-28, 2026 – Winter Nationals – Cartersville, GA 

 
Webmaster   April 9-11, 2026 – Southeastern Spring Nationals – Charlotte, NC 
Ed Barrett    
elbarrett92@gmail.com  April 23-25, 2026 – Annual Grand Nationals/Western Spring Nationals – Las 
    Vegas, NV 
Events Coordinator     
Sandra Quillin  May 28-30, 2026 – Eastern Spring Nationals – Indiana, PA 
quillin1@bellsouth.net       
      June 11-13, 2026 – Southeastern Fall Nationals – Oak Ridge, TN 
Directors:    
Tim Seay    June 15-19, 2026 – Sentimental Tour – Mechanicsburg, PA 
timaseay@gmail.com      
     July 23-25, 2026 – Central Spring Nationals – Green Bay, WI 
Sylvia Witt   
ssww1978@yahoo.com   August 5-8, 2026 – Southeastern Divisional Tour – Flat Rock, NC 
    
Jerry Mauch      September 9-14, 2026 – Founders Tour (1932-2001) – Williamsburg, VA 
jermauch@gmail.com      
      September 20-26, 2026 – Revival AAA Glidden Tour (Pre-1943) – Dover, DE 
Robert Quillin    
quillin1@bellsouth.net   October 6-9, 2026 – Eastern Fall Nationals – Hershey, PA – hosted by Hershey                                       
                                                       Region 
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First, Gayla and I would like to wish everyone a Happy New Year.  It is hard to believe that it is 2026. 
I am so energized with all the excitement that is in store for 2026 and ETR AACA.  As you know, this is our 
70th anniversary year.  That is exciting in itself; however,  ETR will be planning some great events. 
 
January 25th we will hold our club’s Planning Meeting for scheduling our tours and activities for 2026.  As 
this year is in first gear, “let’s burn rubber” and “get on it” at get 2026 off to another great start by sharing 
your thoughts and ideas with the club members. 
 
The other day, I was at Mom and Dad’s and found a picture of me and my best friend Jody at my first 
national car show.  Jody and I are still best friends!  I would love to see your pictures from the past so please 
keep sharing your car stories.  I will be sharing pictures throughout the year. 
 
In closing, let’s dedicate this year to having fun, and honoring the past while creating great new memories. 
 

 

News From National by Tom Howard, National Affairs Liaison  
 
Another delightful Christmas and New Year’s celebration has become history and 2026 has arrived.  As 
always, a new year brings special resolutions to be accomplished and creates opportunities to experience 
and enjoy.  For antique vehicle hobbyists and members of the great organizations built around our hobby, 
we look forward to the many activities provided for us. 
 
Certainly when reviewing the 2026 AACA national events calendar, AACA is prepared to offer a full  slate of 
activities to enjoy.  With fourteen nationally sponsored events in ten states there should be something for 
all members to enjoy.  Beginning with the National Convention in Chantilly, VA (a suburb pf Washington, 
D.C.), followed by Nationals in Puerto Rico.  We will then travel to Nationals in Georgia, North Carolina, Las 
Vegas and Pennsylvania.  All of these events take place before summer even begins. 
 
In addition, there are four AACA sponsored tours this year including the Sentimental Tour in Pennsylvania, a 
Divisional Tour in North Carolina, the AACA Glidden Tour in Delaware and the Founders Tour in Virginia. 
 
I hope many of our ETR members will take advantage of these great events.  I look forward to meeting 
many of you along the way. 

_______________________________________________________ 
ETR AACA 2026 Dues ($25) must be paid by January 31 
Send check to Susan Weeks, 110 Talah Way, Loudon, TN 37774 
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      Randy Moats, longtime member of ETR AACA, wrote this article in 2003.                                                    
      This update was made in 2015.  Randy passed away in 2018. 

 

Our Origins continued on page 5                                            
               Matt Sartin with his 1969 Chevy SS in 1988 
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 Dave & Beryl Hermanson  Congratulations!     

We are pleased to share that the AACA Publications Committee has selected 2025 Antiquer Editors Dave & 
Beryl Hermanson as recipient of a 2025 Master Editor Award.  Dave and Beryl have already made plans to 
attend the Annual Convention February 5-7 in Chantilly VA. and the Hermansons look forward to accepting  
this award at the National Awards Banquet. 



 

           By Ed Barrett, Webmaster 
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Antique and classic car enthusiasts have one special vehicle that stands out from the rest.  Often it’s one 
that they have had or wanted when they were younger.  For me, that special vehicle is a 1940 Ford Deluxe 
Coupe. 
 
I inherited the passion for 40 Ford Coupes from my father.  He loved 40 Fords so much that he drove one as 
his daily driver until well into the 1950’s.   In fact, when I was born, I was brought home from the hospital in 
a 1940 Ford Coupe.  
 
As a child building model cars, I created many different 40 Fords and dreamed of one day owning a real one.  
When I was twelve, I convinced my father that we should get an antique car to work on together.  So began 
my love affair for old cars. 
 
Dad acquired a 1930  Model A Coupe which we immediately started to restore.  But before we finished the 
Model A, we discovered a 1955 Thunderbird and started restoration of it as well.  By the time I turned 16, 
my appetite for old cars was out of control.  The desire to own a 1940 Ford Coupe had been ever present 
and Dad got a lead on one that was available in Mascot.  We drove to a small farm and met an elderly man 
who said that he might sell his 40 Coupe that was in the barn. 
 
I could hardly wait to pull back the barn door and my heart was pounding like a jack hammer when I first 
laid eyes on the old Ford.  It was resting quietly in the stall of an old tobacco barn with tobacco sticks and 
other items laying on and all around it.  It was covered with a  thick layer of dust that had taken years to 
accumulate. 
 
The owner, probably in his 80’s at the time, told us that the engine had overheated (typical for flathead 
V8’s) and seized.  The old man had obviously driven the car long after he should have retired his driver’s 
license because every corner of the car had dents and scrapes.  Some poles in the barn had fallen and 
dented the roof.  When I swept away some of the dirt, I could tell that the old man had painted the entire 
car (which was originally maroon) a light gray color using a brush and oil-based porch paint. 
 
The old Ford’s derelict condition did not discourage me.  I was confident that Dad and I could restore it to its 
former glory in short order.  Dad struck a deal with the old farmer and we made arrangements to bring the 
old car home.  So in 1968, my relationship with this 1940 Ford Deluxe Coupe, that I named the “Gray Ghost” 
began in earnest.  
 
The first order of business was to get the car running.  Dad and I pulled and disassembled the engine only to 
discover a cracked engine block.  We sourced another block and the necessary NOS parts to completely 
rebuild the engine.  We begged and eventually convinced Paul “The Ghost” Gose to build the engine for us.  
Paul Gose was a championship dirt track racer known throughout the region and was renowned for building 
fast and reliable flathead V-8’s.  While waiting for the engine, attention was given to the other mechanicals, 
brakes, fuel, electrical, etc. 
                         Page 10 



                            Page 10 

 

When I graduated high school in 1970, the 55 T-bird restoration had been completed, and as I began college 
at UT, full attention was given to making the 40 Coupe roadworthy.  In 1972, as a sophomore at UT, I began 
driving the “Gray Ghost” as my daily driver.  I quickly learned why my father loved 40 Ford Coupes so dearly.  
They handled nicely, performance was impressive (even by modern standards) and the driver’s view looking 
out over the pointed hood made me feel like the little Ford could carry me to endless horizons.   
 
I logged many happy miles behind the wheel of the “Gray Ghost” during college (remnants of the UT 
commuter parking pass can still be seen on the bumpers) making it easy for me to ask cute college co-eds if 
they would like to ride in my old car.  The “Gray Ghost” became a trusted friend to explore the backroads 
while making believe I was Robert Mitchum in Thunder Road or filling that cavernous  trunk with camping 
gear for a mountain outing. 
 
College led to a career and in 1981 I accepted a job that required me to move to San Francisco.  So once 
again the “Gray Ghost” was retired to the barn on my farm in Louisville, Tennessee to rest peacefully 
awaiting my return home someday. 
 
The California job led to a job in Ft. Wayne, Indiana and the little 40 Ford waited patiently for it’s time to be 
on the road again.  Dad died in 1990 and career changes finally allowed me to return to Tennessee in the 
mid-nineties.  By 2000-2001 I was missing my old friend the “Gray Ghost” and thoughts of making the little 
Ford roadworthy again began to haunt me. 
 
In 2007, I asked long-time friend and mentor, Tom Christenberry to help me get the 40 Ford on the road 
again.  Tom is a great lover of 40 Fords, and has owned and restored too many to count.  He literally wrote 
the book on 40 Fords published by the Early Ford V-8 Club. 
 
So, in the spring of 2007, on a rainy Saturday morning, Tom and his friend Dennis Christopher and I pulled 
open the barn door to reveal the “Gray Ghost” covered in dust, patiently awaiting renewed interest after 26 
years of sleep.  I could almost hear my old friend saying, “I knew you would come back for me”. 
 
Tom and Dennis started meticulously checking the mechanicals from stem to stern.  Miraculously, due to 
proper preparations before we stored the car, the engine fired up and ran smoothly.  All the glass was 
replaced due to fogging, a Columbia Two-Speed rear end was added for highway drivability and dual 
exhaust with “Smitty” mufflers were installed for that classic flathead V-8 sound. 
 
After more than a year in Tom’s capable care, the “Gray Ghost” was ready to embark on new adventures.  
We began enjoying local cruise-ins and attending area shows and the little Ford’s originality and patina 
appearance always drew lots of attention.  In fact, I had to create a story board explaining that the “Gray 
Ghost” was not a “Rat Rod” but had earned the patina honestly over many years of wear and tear. 
 
In 2009 my wife Sherry and I drove to Dawsonville, GA to attend the Moonshine Festival and car show 
which began in 1967.  Cars that would have been used to transport moonshine were on display and there 
was the largest number of 40 Fords that I have ever seen assembled in one place.  We have attended the 
Moonshine Festival every year since and the “Gray Ghost” has won many awards there. 
 
In 2010 and 2011, Sherry and I drove the 40 Ford to Frankenmuth, Michigan which is about 90 miles north of 
Detroit.  We attended the “Auto Fest” which is a long running show hosting more than 3,000 cars.  In 2011, I 
was dressed as a moonshiner with faded overalls, white shirt, floppy hat and boots to compliment the 
display of our moonshine hauling car.  A roving reporter televising the show interviewed me and asked why  
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I would drive my old car all the way from TN to Michigan and wind up in the car show.  I was quoted on 
camera saying that “I had a load of moonshine to haul to Detroit and decided that I wanted to see what was 
happening in Frankenmuth”.  Everyone laughed and we had a great time at the show. 
 
On June 20, 2014 a group of old car “nuts” were gathered at the Shoney’s Restaurant on Rutledge Pike in 
Knoxville preparing to travel to Rogersville to tour the “Memory Lane” village.  Robert Quillin approached 
me and commented that he had seen that little gray Ford at various places around town for some time.  He 
asked if I would like to join the East Tennessee Region of the AACA.  I thanked him for the invitation and 
replied that the condition and appearance of my old car would probably not fit in with the beautifully 
restored AACA cars.  Robert smiled and said that my car, regardless of its appearance would certainly be 
welcome.  In fact he said you don’t even need to own an old car to be a member.  So Sherry and I joined and 
over the years, we have served the club as officers and board members.  The fellowship with other club 
members has enriched our old car experience. 
 
Over the years my collection of antique and classic cars has grown and I now own two other fully restored 
40 Fords, another Deluxe Coupe and a rare Sedan Delivery.  So the “Gray Ghost” doesn’t get to go out as 
often as it used to, but it is still my pride and joy and will always hold a special place in my heart after 58 
years of ownership.   
 
So as the sign in my driver’s quarter window reads, “If you see this car on a trailer, call 911.  Chances are it’s 

being stolen!”.  If you see us driving the “Gray Ghost”, give us a “thumbs up”. By Tim & Sherry Seay 

“The Gray Ghost” 
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First, let’s review ETR’s Tours and Activities for 2025:     Attendance: 
January 19 Planning Meeting  TN Bank Matt Sartin   30 
February 1 Cabin Fever Therapy  KCAB  Robert & Sandra Quillin 36 
March 22 Murder Mystery Dinner TN Bank Matt & Gayla Sartin  40 
April 12 Backroads: “Spring At Last” Tour     Roger & Jan Frazee  16 
May 10 Tour & Lunch at Wayne Lequire’s-Maryville Wayne LeQuire, Pam Kagley 67 
June 14 Cruise-in First Baptist Lenoir City  Matt Sartin   25 
June 14 Moonshine Rod Run       Newport Ben Curtis   23 
July 19  Autos Through the Ages-GSMHC Townsend ETR AACA  100 members, 569 guests 
August 17 Garage Tour: Janice Williams; Ed Barrett ETR AACA   61 
September 26   Train ride to Farner, TN  Etowah, TN Charlie Simpson, Tom Howard 48  
October 12 Fall Foliage and Picnic - RiverView Farm  Janice Williams, The Quillins  56 
October 18 Cruise to Cumberland Gap TN, VA, KY Tim-Sherry Seay; The Quillins 28 
November 16 Annual Business Meeting TN Bank Matt & Gayla Sartin; The Quillins 30 
December 19   Christmas Party  Rothchild’s  Tom Howard, Sylvia Witt 86 
 
Other Events: 
January 29 Melton Hill Dam Tour    Robert & Sandra Quillin 15 
August 25 Amazon Tour     Tim Seay, The Quillins 32 
 
Monthly Breakfasts:  
February Breakfast Feb. 13 First Watch, Lovell Rd., Knoxville (Gardners) 21 
March Breakfast March 13 Vienna Coffee House, Maryville (Quillins)  29  
April Breakfast April 10 Carmichael Inn, Loudon (Varadys)   26  
May Breakfast May 8  Angie’s Kitchen, Loudon (Mauchs)   19 
June Breakfast June 12 Maple Street Biscuit Company, Knoxville (Seays) 20 
July Breakfast   July 10  The Flying Biscuit (Janice Williams)   22 
August  Breakfast August 14 First Watch, Lovell Rd., Knoxville (Susan Weeks) 29 
September Breakfast September 11 Don DELFIS Pancake House, Farragut, (Lunds) 23  
October Breakfast October 9 Scrambled Jakes, Northshore Dr. Knoxville(Witts) 19 
November Breakfast November 13 Don DELFIS Pancake House, Farragut, (Lackos) 28 
December Breakfast/Lunch Dec. 11 Apple Cake Tea Room, Farragut (Witts, Quillins) 29 
 
For activities and tours in 2026…. 
We have scheduled our Annual Planning Meeting for 2 p.m. Sunday, January 25 to be held at TN Bank, 1311 
W Lamar Alexander Parkway, Maryville, 37801.  During this meeting, members will determine the activities 
and tours in which our club will participate in 2026.  Be certain to attend so that we can plan activities in 
which you wish to participate.  The only event that we have scheduled at this time is our eighth annual 
“Autos Through the Ages” car show at the Great Smoky Mountains Heritage Center, in Townsend, Saturday, 
July 18.   
 
Please look through the ideas for 2026 tours and activities as generated at the November 16, 2025 Business 
Meeting – see Page 13 of the Antiquer.  We will discuss these suggestions as well as any others generated at 
our Planning Meeting to build our Tour and Activity Calendar for 2026.  We look forward to seeing you 
there! 
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Overnight Tours: 
Cartersville, GA , March 26-28, Savoy Museum, National AACA Meet                
Fall Creek Falls 
Tail of the Dragon, trip to Fontana and dine at Tapoco Lodge 
Mount Airy, NC, home of Mayberry 
Roanoke, VA  D-Day and Transportation Museums 
Cumberland Falls at Sterns and Corbin, Kentucky 
Franklin, TN to home of Otis Johnson, huge car collection 
Allen Jones collection in Cleveland, TN 
Late October, Dawsonville, GA: Moonshine Rod Run 
Helen, GA 
Cumberland Theatre in Crossville 
 
Day Tours: 
April 21 University of Tennessee Veterinary School Open House, Picnic after at UT Gardens 
No date Johnson University – Senior Day, display cars, have dinner on campus 
No date Morristown – Tour to the National Weather Station, possible drive to Cherokee Lake 
No date Honest Charlie’s at Coker Tire in Chattanooga 
No date Visit to Seven Islands Park in South Knoxville 
No date Mystery Tour – Drive to unknown destination, only the host knows the destination 
No date Tour the Foothills Parkway and have lunch 
No date Picnic to Ft. Loudon State Park and visit the historical site, attend a Re-enactment 
No date Murder Mystery Dinner 
No date Meet as a group to have dinner and see a play in a Downtown Theater in Knoxville   
No date Weeknight cruise-in at a restaurant with a large parking lot  
No date Weeknight cruise-in at a large parking lot with a food truck 
No date Greeneville, TN Farmer’s Daughter for lunch, visit car museum in Greeneville 
No date Pumpkin festival in Allard, lunch at winery in Jamestown 
No date Tour to Smith and Wesson Factory in Blount County 
No date Technical sessions for the guys; ladies have a separate event 
Continue monthly breakfasts and consider 1 or 2 Saturday afternoon lunches or dinner 
 

  

Reid Raithel shows off his 1969 Chevrolet Camaro        Sheriff Sherry Seay rides off on a call in her 1957 Ford 



 



 

 



 

   
Steve West’s 1958 Chevrolet Belair       Herb Weise’s 1958 Edsel Pacer Convertible 

     

Donations loaded to deliver to Connecting Hearts            John & Barbara Rigby’s 1974 Reliant Scimitar GTE       
in the Quillins’ 1992 Chevy Astro Van 
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Don’t Forget…  

Be sure to attend the ETR AACA Planning Meeting, Sunday, January 25, 2 p.m., TN 

Bank, 1311 W Lamar Alexander Pky. Maryville, 37801. We will be planning our 

ETR AACA TOURS and ACTIVITIES for 2026!

 

Fords displayed at the Great Smoky Mountains Heritage Center for Melissa Johnston’s Memorial Service: 
Charles Alexander’s 1956 Ford Town Sedan, Robert Quillin’s 1949 Ford Custom, Tim Seay’s 1940 Ford Coupe,  
Jack Smith’s 1950 Ford Coupe, and Sam Stubbs’ 1949 Ford F-1 


