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    Glenn McCluen & his 1957 Corvette, at the Corvette Expo, LaConte Center, Pigeon Forge, March 20, 2026 
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2026 Officers & Board  ETR Calendar of Events  

President    May 14: Breakfast, Southern Grace Coffee, Maryville 

Matt Sartin  

mws1969ss@gmail.com   May 30: Saturday afternoon drive, Maryville to Vonore, early dinner 

     Countryside Restaurant   
                           
Vice President   June 5: Tour of Smith-Wesson, Maryville 

Tony Gardner    June 6: Garage Tour to Morristown, Don Bunch’s Car Collection 

tony1946dec@gmail.com   June 11: Breakfast, TBD 

     June 13: First Baptist Church Cruise-In, Lenoir City 

                         
Secretary                                                            July 18: Autos Through the Ages, Great Smoky Mountains Heritage 

Susan Baker                                                      Center 

srbaker0505@gmail.com        

     July 25: Saturday afternoon drive to a mystery destination, early   
     dinner at a restaurant  

Treasurer      

Susan Weeks    Upcoming Events from Other Organizations 
weekssusan0213@gmail.com       

     May 14-16: Grand National F-100 Show; LeConte Center, Pigeon Forge 

  

Past President   June 4-6: Pontiacs in Pigeon Forge, LeConte Center 

Bob Witt      

bwitt@wittbuilding.com   August 20-22: GSM Jeep Invasion, Pigeon Forge, LeConte Center 

      
Webmaster    September 17-19: Fall Rod Run, Pigeon Forge, Le Conte Center 

Ed Barrett      

elbarrett92@gmail.com   Foothills Mall Cruise-In: Friday evenings April – October 

     

Events Coor./Inter. Antiquer Editor Lenoir City Cars ‘N Coffee: 3rd Saturday each month 8 am – 11 am 

Sandra Quillin      

quillin1@bellsouth.net   Harper’s Cars ‘N Coffee - Sunday, Oct. 26, 8 am – 11 am, West Town Mall 
     

Director – Tim Seay     AACA National Events 
timaseay@gmail.com   May 28-30, 2026 – Eastern Spring Nationals – Indiana, PA 

      

Director – Sylvia Witt   June 11-13, 2026 – Southeastern Fall Nationals – Oak Ridge, TN   

ssww1978@yahoo.com    

     June 15-19, 2026 – Central Spring Nationals – Green Bay, WI 
Director – Jerry Mauch    

jermauch@gmail.com  August 5-8, 2026 – Southeastern Divisional Tour – Flat Rock, NC 

   

Director – Robert Quillin   August 19-22, 2026 – Annual Grand Nationals / Zenith Awards Allentown,  
quillin1@bellsouth.net   PA 
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I hope everyone is having a great spring so far.  Personally, I am ready for some fun time, behind the  
wheel of my ride. 

We have already had some great outings.  We had family in and were unable to attend the UT gardens  
and veterinary school open house along with the Sequoyah Dogwood drive.  However, I heard great things 

about the day. 
I hope everyone who got the chance to go on the Wing/Aero car tour had as much fun as I did.  I was 

told that the pastry making class was fun, informative, and the results were delicious!  For those members 
who went to dinner at Burgers after the two activities on March 21, everyone seemed happy with their 
activities and the food and fellowship at dinner. 

This is such an awesome time of the year.  Everyone is ready to be outside.  This past Saturday, Gayla 

and I went for a little drive in the ’56 Crown Vic.  As we were going through a local neighborhood, she noticed 
some young boy just staring at the car with excitement on his face.   

Hopefully we will have the perfect mixture of weather, for our gardens to grow; plus perfect cruising 
weather to get out our classic cars.  So the next time you go for a drive, go through your local neighborhood 
and help build someone else’s interest in our hobby. 

If you would please send us your old car stories.  It can be of the car you have now or one with a 
special memory.  We love to see the pictures of your cars so keep sending them in. 

In closing, I want to wish you all of our AACA moms a Very Special Mother’s Day!  Matt Sartin 

 

 

         

AACA’s Southeastern Spring Nationals – in Charlotte, NC., --  April 9-11, 2026 

Three ETR AACA members receive National awards for judging at the Spring Nationals… 

       

Rick Lay received recognition for having                      Jordan Lay received her award for 25 judging credits. 

achieved 350 judging credits.  
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News from National, by Tom Howard, National Affairs Liaison 
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This is a story about my 1931 Pontiac. And it will be, but  first I  must provide some addition information for 

clarity while reading the story.   

Being the firstborn for my parents, I must have received extra attention as they tried to understand who I was 

at an early age. My mother always said that "I was born with cars on the brain and scissors in my hand". Cars 

because she also said at two years old I did not ask "Where was I born?" but "What car I was transported 

home in?"   Scissors, because at an early age. she said I loved to cut pictures from magazines and mount 

them in scrapbooks. I still have two such scrapbooks, mostly of cars, that I did when I was four.   

Fast forward. There are many other stories about me and cars and motorcycles better told at another time. 

Such as how I bought my first car (a 1941 Chevrolet) at age nine (which I could not drive then) with money I 

made cutting grass and later, running a paper route.  In the high school era, I fell in love with model A Fords. I 

had eight Model A's all needing work when I graduated.  Also during that time, I participated in dirt track 

motorcycle racing and building and using drag race cars. 

Best of all, though, during high school I dated a great girl named Sis. At first it was not about cars for her, but 

she did like riding in my ‘41 Chevy. But she quickly found that being with me meant liking cars. And she did for 

the rest of her life. I proposed to her in 1960 in the Chevy! 

 Now, about the Pontiac. The year was 1957 and I was in college.  I was still dating Sis who was a senior in high 

school and now loved old cars with me. I was attending an antique car show one weekend when I saw the 

1931 Pontiac and took a picture of it with the owner. I think I was drawn to it because it was not a model A. I 

kept the picture but never really thought of the Pontiac again…that is, until October 1958.  

Unbeknownst to me, the owner of the Pontiac who I had met in 1957 was a salesman at Rogers Cadillac 

Pontiac located in downtown Knoxville at the corner of Cumberland Ave and Henley Street. He still had the 

Pontiac but wanted to sell it. He had parked it on the dealer's used car lot next to Cumberland Avenue. 

Returning home from work that evening, my father, who had no real interest in old cars, while passing the lot, 

saw the Pontiac and stopped. After looking at it and talking to the owner, he bought it for $350, with the 

understanding that he would deliver the car to our house the next day and park in the garage. Very unusual 

for my father though he would acquiesce to my hobby now and then. 
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Now, for the rest of the story. Earlier in the day that my father bought the car Sis and her mother were 

returning home from shopping downtown, passed the dealer lot and saw the Pontiac. She made her mother 

turn around and go back to look at it. She learned the "turn around and go back to look at an old car on a lot 

trick" from me! She loved it and told her mother to buy it saying "please, Tom will love it too." However her 

mother was one who would not rush into buying anything that was not on the shopping list until she went 

home and "slept on it".  So they went home.  Sis called the dealership the next day only to learn it was sold. 

She was not happy. 

 The weekend after the Pontiac was purchased, being away at college, I went home for the weekend. Upon 

arrival that Saturday morning my father said to me not to bother his new car that he bought and parked in the 

garage. Of course I went to look expecting a new car since he did trade at least once a year. I could not 

believe what I saw. My father bought an old car? Knowing I had come home for a date with Sis that evening I  

had to ask if I could drive it to her house thinking she would certainly like to see it. Father said yes.  Of course 

I had no idea what had transpired with Sis and her mother earlier in the week. Upon arrival at Sis’ house you 

can imagine the scene - the surprise for Sis and her mother and my learning the rest of the story.  We drove 

the car for at least an hour that night. What a story! I guess we were meant to have the Pontiac. 

Sis and I bought and enjoyed and sold many antique cars over the years. But why now after sixty eight years 

do I still have the Pontiac? I believe the story above was always there. We thought about it whenever we 

drove it. It became part of our family. And then there was my father. I believe the Pontiac was the only old car 

he ever bought for me without me knowing it. He died of a heart attack seven months after the purchase!   

It just proves to me that the saying we have repeated many times "It is the cars that bring us together but the 

people and the stories that hold us together!" still applies!  
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Ten ladies attended the pie and pastry baking class to learn from two members, Gayla Sartin and 
Mary Bellune, the art of making the perfect pie pastry.  Our teachers provided the materials for 
baking pastry and filling the pies.  Organization of the classroom and teaching materials was very 
professionally prepared.  The class was approximately 3 hours of learning which were filled with fun 
and fellowship! 

Each participant prepared and baked a pie shell and chose provided ingredients to fill the pie shell 
to take home.  Then bakers chose and sliced a variety of fresh apples, added seasonings, built a 
second pie shell, added the apple filling, prepared a top crust for the pie.   The apple pies were 
taken home for baking.  My family thoroughly enjoyed both pies!!          (Sandra Quillin) 

     Linda Royston’s Apple Pie 

                                              

                                            

              Linda Royston is ready to bake!                Mary Bellune and Susan Weeks prepare for class! 
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  Members prepare for pastry baking class.    Photos by Ed Barrett 

 

March 21st Tour of Wing Car, Talladega Collection – Tellico Plains 

Matt Sartin organized a drive for members from Lenoir City to Tellico Plains to see the Atkins family’s Wing 
Car and Talladega Collections.  The cars were originally owned by Mike Atkins.  Mike’s family has maintained 
the cars and the facility.  Brandon Atkins worked with Matt Sartin to arrange a showing of the cars and the 
storage facility.  Twenty ETR members enjoyed the beautiful drive to Tellico Plains and the opportunity to see 
so many rare cars.  After a return drive to Lenoir City, the wing car enthusiasts and the pie pastry class 
members joined up for dinner at “Burgers” in Lenoir City.  Great meal, great fellowship, good day! (Sandra Q.)                                                               
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Brandon Atkins shares his family’s collection of Wing cars and Talladega’s with ETR members on the 
March 21st garage - collector car tour in Tellico Plains. 
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Financial Report:  Susan Weeks, Treasurer, sent in the Financial report.  She reported 96 paid 
memberships, 2 paid memberships for multi-years, and 10 new members (members who joined at Auto 
Through the Ages and later last year) for a total of 108 members. Susan Baker has 136 on roster, which 
includes the new members and other past members who said they would pay for this year. We need to 
clarify the details of who has paid and who has not paid. See further discussion under New Business, 
Membership. Several on the Board said they would like additional information in the financial report. 
Sylvia Witt moved to require that the financial report include details on what money has come in and 
what has been expended in the past period, and comparison to the budget. Robert Quillin seconded the 
motion; motion passed with none opposed.  

Antiquer Report:  Sandra Quillin is working on the next issue and is awaiting a few more articles.  

At the AACA National Convention, Dave and Beryl Hermonson received a Master Editor Award for our 
Smoky Mountain Antiquer newsletter for 2025.   

Ed Barrett moved, and Sylvia Witt seconded, that Sandra Quillin be named Interim Antiquer Editor. The 
motion passed with none opposed. 

EAST TENNESSEE REGION AACA 
Board Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, March 10, 2026 

 

OFFICERS 

President: Matt Sartin, Present  
Vice President: Tony Gardner, Excused absence 
Secretary: Susan Baker, Present 
Treasurer: Susan Weeks, Excused absence 
Past President: Bob Witt, Present 

Antiquer Editor: Sandra Quillin, Interim, Present 
Webmaster: Ed Barrett, Present 
Events Coordinator/Sunshine Rep: Sandra Quillin, Present 
 
BOARD 

Director: Jerry Mauch, Present 
Director: Robert Quillin, Present 
Director: Tim Seay, Excused absence 
Director: Sylvia Witt, Present 
 

Call to Order:  Matt Sartin, President, called the meeting to order at 6:34 pm. 
                                
Roll Call:  Susan Baker, Secretary, did roll call with attendance as.noted above.                  
 
Approval of Minutes: The minutes from the January Board Meeting and the February Business 
meeting were reviewed. Ed Barrett moved, and Sylvia Witt seconded, to approve the January 
Board Meeting minutes; motion passed with none opposed. Ed Barrett moved, and Sandra 
Quillin seconded, to approve the February Business Meeting minutes; motion passed with none 
opposed.  
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Sunshine Report:   Sandra Quillin sent cards as noted below. 
 
Get Well: 
Tom Christenberry 2/2/26  
Jerry Mauch  2/23/26 
Jean Lund  2/23/26 
Tim Seay   2/28/26 
 
Sympathy 
David, Daniel, Dee Guthrie (Carole Guthrie, mother) 1/29/26 
Jane Loyd (Elby) 2/1/26 
 
Webmaster & Facebook Reports:  Ed Barrett stated that he is registered as Webmaster and 
Sandra Quillin is registered as Newsletter Editor with AACA National. Ed regularly posts 
pictures on FaceBook that people send him and that he takes at events. 
 
Events Coordinator Report: Sandra Quillin reviewed the Tentative Calendar that she handed 
out. We have multiple activities for some of the months, including some afternoon and dinners. 
We will work out details and opportunities as the year progresses. 
 

– –

–

Dogwood Drive, Riverview Family Farm “Burger Truck”

–

–

New Business: 
 
Request for Ad in Volunteer Region Regional Show Book: The Volunteer Region AACA club 
asked East Tennessee Region to purchase an ad in their Book for the Southeastern Region 
National Show. Ads available are ¼ page for $50; ½ page for $80; or 1 page for $150. The 
Board discussed that we could show support for Volunteer Region with an ad for ETR that lists 
our 70 years of accomplishments, such as 4 national presidents, 2 Glidden tours, and our many 
activities keeping alive the antique car hobby.  
 
Ed Barrett moved that we take a 1 page ad with content to be developed. Jerry Mauch 
seconded; the motion passed with none opposed. 
 
Memorials: Robert Quillin will handle memorials for Carole Guthrie and Elby Loyd as per our 
Standard Operating Procedure. Robert will purchase Cracker Barrel gift cards for the Guthrie 
Family and will find out what charity the Loyd family would like for a memorial donation.  
 
Membership Updates: Susan Weeks, Susan Baker, and Sandra Quillin will meet to resolve the 
number of members and who has paid their membership. 
 
Matt Sartin reported that he has been in contact with Charlie Crompton, who had been 
President of ETR in 1976. Matt proposed that we make Charlie Crompton a lifetime Honorary 
Member of ETR. Per the By-laws, Honorary memberships in this Region may be granted by the 
Executive Board for a duration as specified by the Board. Honorary members shall be members 
of AACA. Such members shall pay no dues to this Region but shall have all rights and privileges 
except the right to vote and hold office. The Board agreed with lifetime Honorary membership 
none opposed. 
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Christmas Party: The Board discussed reports on possible locations and cost estimates for our annual 
Christmas Party/dinner.  Information is being gathered for an estimated 70 attendees. 

 

New member: Mary Bellune’s application was approved. 

The next Board Meeting is Tuesday, May 12, at 6:30 p.m. 

Sylvia Witt moved and Jerry Mauch seconded for adjournment. The meeting was adjourned at 8:13 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, Susan Baker, ETR Secretary 

        

           



A View of ETR AACA History              Page 13 

      

 

        East Tennessee Region of the Antique Automobile Club of America 

Celebrating our 70th Anniversary in 2026! 

70 years of ETR AACA – Highlights 

1969 Glidden Tour hosted by ETR AACA and the Chattanooga Region - Gatlinburg, TN 

1985 Glidden Tour hosted by ETR AACA - Gatlinburg, TN 

1998 National AACA Spring Meet - Oak Ridge, TN 

2003 National  Southeastern Divisorial 3-day Tour - Alcoa, TN 

2015 National Southeastern Divisional 3-day Tour - Sevierville, TN   

2023 National Southeastern Divisional 3-day Tour - Oak Ridge, TN   

 

ETR AACA Members elected as AACA National President  

Harold Coker – 1972       Jerry Hodge – 1973       Tom Howard – 1998       Robert  Croley – 2006 

–
–

Backroads: “Spring At Last” Tour   



                            Page 14 

 

 

Note: The above advertisement was purchased by ETR AACA for the Volunteer Region’s Tour Book for the  
June 11-13, 2026 – Southeastern Fall Nationals – Oak Ridge, TN. 

East Tennessee Region AACA 

Celebrating our 70th Anniversary in 2026! 

 

    

The members of the East Tennessee Region AACA welcome all participants and guests 

attending the 2026 Southeastern Fall Nationals.   ETR is a greater Knoxville Area based 

club chartered in 1956.  Dedicated to the preservation and appreciation of antique 

automobiles, our club provides a platform for like minded enthusiasts to connect, 

share knowledge and participate in a wide variety of events.  We honor the history 

and craftsmanship of classic vehicles and enjoy the fun and fellowship of sharing our 

interests with others.  Here are some examples of ETR’s events, activities and heritage:   

• ETR presents “Autos Through the Ages,” the area’s premier annual Antique 
Automobile event held in the shadow of the Smoky Mountains – July 18, 2026 

• Monthly meet-ups and scenic cruises throughout the area…we explore the 

beauty and history of our region in style   

• Cruise Ins, exhibitions, tours of car collections, visits to interesting area 

businesses, TVA dams, scenic lakes, parks, historic sites and more 

• Monthly membership breakfasts, an annual picnic and Christmas party 

• Group participation at numerous car shows throughout the area 

• Sponsorship of numerous National Southeastern Divisional Tours 

• ETR has been the “home club” of four AACA National Presidents 

More info about ETR is available at WWW.EastTennesseeRegionAACA.com and also on 

our Facebook page.   Enjoy your time in East Tennessee! 
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Twelve members of ETR AACA met at UT Gardens at 8:30 a.m. to tour the UT Gardens and Plant sale, 
tour the Open House of the Veterinary College and drive the Sequoyah Hills Dogwood Trail.  They 
were enjoyed by all.  Few members had been on the UT campus for the Vet school or Gardens.  
Veterinary students led the Open House which was well attended by all age groups.  Many 
children’s activities were available in various areas of the facilities.  We were fortunate to visit 
laboratories and examination rooms.  We even attended a parade of horses displaying several 
different breeds. 

The UT Garden was holding one of its Plant Sales.  Throughout the morning, there was always a 
crowd of participants purchasing several plants from the large variety of plants available. 

After touring the Dogwood Trail, we met for lunch at Buddy’s BBQ on Kingston Pike.  It was definitely 
a beautiful morning for these events!           
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Sequoyah Dogwood Trail…                        
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ETR AACA:  Let’s Get Out and Be Seen!! 
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Lenoir City’s Cars ‘n Coffee, 3rd Saturday of the month, 8 a.m. – 11 a.m.,  April – October. 
 


